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and made him master of the mint.    His great credit at court hindered
him not from attending his profession, and he was much delighted in
making rich shrines for the relics of saints.    The tombs of St Martin at
Tours, and of St Dionysius near Paris, were sumptuously and curiously
adorned by him,1  The shrines also of St Quintin, SS. Crispin and Crispinian
at Soissons, St Lucian, St Fiat, St Germanus of Paris, St Severinus, St
Genevieve, &c., were made by our saint.    These employments were no
impediments to his exercises of piety.    Even whilst he was at work he
had some good book open before him, on which he frequently cast an eye
to instruct himself at the same time in the law of God, and to kindle a
fresh flame of devotion in his affections.    On the walls round his chambers
were also placed pious books, particularly those of the Holy Scriptures,
which he read for a considerable time after his hour of prayer and singing
psalms.   The corruption of a court never infected his soul or impaired his
virtue; such was his diligence in fencing his heart against it by the most
powerful antidotes.   He had not been long there when he formed a resolu-
tion of entering upon a more devout and austere way of living, took a strict
view of his whole life, made a general confession of all the actions of his
youth to a priest,2 and imposed upon himself a severe penance.   At first
when he went to court he conformed to the fashion, and was magnificently
habited, sometimes wearing nothing but silk, though at that time it was
not very common:   and he had waistcoats embroidered with gold, and
sashes and purses adorned with gold and precious stones.   Yet even then
he privately wore a hair shirt:  and after he had entered upon a stricter
course of virtue, he gave all his ornaments to the poor and became so
negligent in his dress that he often girded himself with a cord.   The king,
when he saw him in this habit, would often give him his own clothes and
sash; but the saint gave to the poor all that he received from the king's
bounty.   The liberality of his sovereign enabled him to bestow great sums
in alms.   If any stranger asked for his house, he was answered:  " Go into
such a street, and to that part of it where you see a crowd of poor people-"
Wherever he went he was followed by a great number of them, and he
himself, or one of his servants, distributed victuals and money to them.
He daily fed a great number at his own house, whom he served himself,
and he ate what they left.   He gave them wine and flesh, though he touched
neither himself;   and sometimes he fasted two or three days together.
Sometimes, when the usual hour was come and the table laid, he had
nothing to give his poor people, having distributed all before;   but he
always relied upon providence, which never failed to supply him, either
by means of the king or of some pious persons.   He took care to bury
the bodies of malefactors, and was particularly zealous to ransom captives.

'     ?2'   Du Cke&ae, Franc. Script, t. i. p. 578, n. 20.
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